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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF TOliliANCE 

Torrance, California 
J'uly 25, 1939 

The City Counci 1 of the City of Torranc e convene d in a Regular 
Meeting in the Council Chamb.er, C11;y Hall, Torrance, Cal1:t'omia,' 

. on Tuesday, July 25, 1939 at 7:45 P.M. 

Mayar Tolson oalled t~e meeting to. order. 

Clerk I;lartlett celled the roll, those answering present being 
Oouncilmen: Hitohcock, McGUire, Murray, Powell and Tolson. Ab'sent: 
OQunoilmen: Nine. 

CouncillllJl.n MaGuire moved that the'minutes of a regular meeting 
held J'uly 11, 1939 be approved all! written. Couneilman Hi tohoook 
eeoo.ndd the motion, whiohwas oarr1,e d unanimously. 

WRITTEIl, COMMUNICATIONS 

A oopy of a Resolution of the City Counoil of the City of 
Manhattan Beaoh. was read, expressing appreoiation to city counoil8 
and polioe departments of several oiti ea 'in furnieh~ng pol1 oe 
escorts at the funeral of tlQyd Whitehead, late citizen of the City 
of Menha tta,n Beaoh. ' ' 

A oommunioa t1 on was ,read from the Geners.l petroleum Corpora ti on 
of California. repar ting no pipe 14:ne laid under Franohise 
Ordinanoe No. 781 of the CQunty of L~ Angelos for the s ix months' 
period ending June ~O, 1939. 

A oommunioation'was read from the Paoifio Electrio Railway 
Company relative to the proposed removal of tracks in Cabrlllo 
Avenue and sale of the right of way to the City of Torrance, No 
aotion was taken. ' 

A corrmunicati Qn was read .from Mr. T. T. Babbi tt,1416 Cedar 
Ave~ue. relative to the development of Cedar Avenue into a whole
some residential district by regulating the type of ~truotures 
pez:mitted ani • more particularly. ob.1eotingto undesirable houses 
being repeatedly renovated as they become un!i t for !;tabi tati on. 
Attention was also called to faulty plumbing of the building at 
the rear of 1420 Cedar Avenue. 

The Plumbi~ Inspector was instruoted to inspec.t the plumb
ing at the above mentioned looation. 

The ,!latter of the undesirable oondition existing on Ceda'r 
Avenue was referred to the Planning Comm~ssion. 

A 00 IIII1Ullioation was ref,l.d from D.V. JackSon. 95.12 San Vincente, 
South Gate. requesting permiSSion to pa1nt house IlWJi)erson the 
ourb in frent of ho~s. 

Councilm8q Hit chc ook moved the request be grant e4. Council
man Murray seoonded the motion. Which was carried unanimously. 

Communications addressed to the Oity Council and the Chief 
of Poliol wire read. extendins an invitation to ride in a parade 
to be held August 13. 1939 at 11 0' clock. culmina ting the ?irs t 
Annual Spanish Fiesta of the City o·f Hermosa Beach. No aoti on 
was taken. 

CODlllunication was read from the Retirement Life Payments 
Association. requesting permission to erect tents on the corner 
lots aoross from Torrance Laundry Com:pany and National Supply 
Company for a mass meeting and circus entertainment. . 

Councilman MoGuire inoved the request be granted. Councilman 
Hi tohoock seconded the moti on, which was carrie d unanimously. 

A 00 IlIlluni ca t1 on was read from 111rs. Elsi e Smith. 719 Cot a 
Avenue. offering her services to the City Coullcil and POlice 



Department in the oapaoity of Sooial Servioe Chairman of the 
Women of the Moos e. 

A oOlDl1lunioat1 on was read from the Internati onal Ass ooiat ion 
of Eleotrioal Inspeotors, advising that the annual oonventi on of 
the Southwestern Seotion of the Associati on will be held in San 
Francieoo August 14 to 17, 1939. 

A oOUJnunioati on was read from the League of MuniCipalities 
of the State of California ,advi8i~ the tthe next meeting of the 
League will be held at Oakland September 18 to 21. 1939. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION llO. 1360 

BESOLUTIONOF THE CITY COUNCIL OJ' THE CITY 
OF TOBlW~CE AUTHORIZING THE .APPLICATIOlf TO 
WORKS FROGRESS ADMINISTRATIOll roR REeREATI ON 
PROJECT. 

Councilman McGuire moved that Resolut1onNo. 1360 be adopted. 
Counoilman Powell seoonde. the moti on, whioh was carried by the 
following roll oall vote: AYES: COUllCILMEN: Hitchoock, MoGuire, 
Jlurray, PO'Nell and Tolson. NOES: COUNCI~: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILL4:ilN: None. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title tQ: 

RESOLUT! ON NO. l3p7 

RE~OLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE APPROVING BUDGET AND AUTHORIZING EX
EOUnON OF CONTRACT WITH TEE TORRAHCE CRtMBER 
OFCOWERCE FeE .THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 
1, 1~39 AliDENDING JUNE 30. 1940. 

Counat.1man 1l0Guire mewed the. tRes olution .o~ 135'1 be adopted, 
OounQilmanHitchcook seoonded the motion,wh1oh was oarried by the 
following .roll call vote: AYES; COUNCILMEN; Hitchoock, MoGuire. 
llurray and Tolson. NO~: COUllCILltm~: Pow ell. ABSENT, COUnCIL-
MEN: None.. . 

Clerk Bartlett presented t~e Oity of Torrance Annual Audi t 
Report tor the year ending June 30. 1939. Ordered filed. 

Assistant City Engineer Jain repor ted that a few changes are 
neoessary before the new fire zone ordinanoe willbe ready for 
presentation. Deferred until the next meeting. 

Councilman Pgwell requested leave of absenoe for the IOOnth 
of August. 

Counoilman limrray mav eO. tha t Councilman Powell be grant eO. 
leave of absenoe for the .entb. of August. 19~. COuncilman 
Hitohoock seoonded the motion, ' which was oarried unanimously • 

. Counci lman Hitchcock moved the. tthree street .light sbe 
installed at Walteria, per their request, at the following loca
tions: (1)Sod1um vapor light at Ocean .Avenue and High.~ 101., ' 
(2) OVerh8adlight at 242nd Street ani Highway 101 an4 (3) Over
head l1gh t at 240th street and Haw~ar neAvenue. Counoilman 
14u:rray seconded the motion, which was carried by the following 
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roll 08.11 vote: AYES; COUNCILMm: lUtahcock, MoGuire, MIlrrEl¥. 
Powell 8Dd Tolson. NOBS: COUlW'ILM1lN: None. ABSENT: COUnCILMEN: 
None. ' . 

Counoilman Hitchcock moved that . an appropriation of not to 
exceed $407.88 net be mdefor' 1200 tons deoomposedgranite for 
street repaIr, Counailman MoGuir e seconded the motion, which was 
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oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUN:JILMEN: 
H1tchcoc]{. McGuire, Murray, Powell ood Tolson. NO~: COUIWILltiill{: 
None. 4BSDT: COUNCILM~: None. 

, Councilman Hitchoock moved _that an~propriation of not to 
exceed $346.44 net 'be m,ade for ,195 tons 14 rook and 116 tons: #6 
rook for ' street repair. COunoilman McGuire seoonded the motion. 
whioh was oarried by the followi~roll oallvote: AYES: OOUNCIL
MEN: aitchcook, MoGuire, Mur·ray. Bowell end TolSOn. NOE:S: COUNCIL
MEU: None. ABSEnT: OOUnCILM:N: None. 

CounollmanHitohoock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exoeed $445.12 'be made for 292 'barrels road oil for street repair. 
Counoilman Murray seconded the motion, which was oarried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCI~ : ' Hitchoook, McGuire, 
Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUlJCILMEN: None. ABSElrI': 
COUNCILMEN: , None. 

Counoilm8n Hi tohoook mOved that an appropriation of not to 
exoeed $66.00, plus sales ,tax, be III1de for 35 gallons traffic paint. 
Counoilman McQuire seoonded tile motion, whioh was carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILI~l : Hit choo9k, McGuir e, 
MUrray. Powell and Tolson. NOES: COUllCILMEN: None. ABSEnT: 
COUN C ILIDlf:N one, 

Councilman Hitchoock moved that an appropriation of not to 
exceed $130,00 be mde fora light -standard at Martina Avenue and 
Carson Street. Councilman McGuire seconded the motion, whiCh was 
oarried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILHEN: Hitchcock, 
MoGuire. Murray, Powell and Tolson. ' NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COU!lCILMEN: None. 

COlJnollman Hit ohco ok moved ' tha t an appropria ti on of not to 
exoeed ~106.87 be I18de for 1'IBteri8.1 for improvement of Greenwood 
Avenue. Counoilman McGuire seoonded t he motion, which was carri ed 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMElf: Hitchcock, 
)lcGuire, Murrt;'y, Powell am Tolson. NOES: COUnCILl&;N: None. 
ABSENT: COUN 01 L11W : None. 

' In the -matt~r of improving , tlB p ark on Madrid Street, Councll
rmn Hitahoock 8lggested that the entire Council meet and survey 
the proposed improvement. July 26,1939 at 4:30 P. M. was agreed 
to as a su~ table meeting date 'for this purpose. 

Councilman McGuire moved that the Oity Electrician and Council": 
man Powell be auth:orlzed to attend the Interns. ti anal Association of 
Eleotrioal Inspeotar.s at S811 Francisoo August 14 to August 17 in-
01us1"., expenses paid. CounoilIl\6ll Hitchcock seoondedth$ motion, 
whioh was oarried py the follqw1ng roll oall 1'0 te : AYlS!3:' counCIL
MEN: Hitohcock,MoGulre. Murr~,Pariell sad Tolson. NOES: COUNCIL
ME.n: None. ABSENT: COUl1CILMl:N: None.· 

Councilman MoGuire moved, that the members of the City Council 
and executive officers be authori zed to attend theCaliforrila State 
League of Munlcipal1 ties JlieElting at Oakland Sept ember 18 to 21 in
clusive, expenses paid. Councilmm Hitchcook secondecl the motion, 
whioh was oarriedby the folloW1ng roll oall vote: AYES: COu:rcu
MEN: liit;ohcook, MoGuire, Murray. Powell and Tolson. ' nOES: counCIL
M?lr: None. ABSEnT: COU!lCILIJEH: None. 

..... COlmc1lmanMClGuir e p'resimt ed a comparative report of the 
Torrance Municipal Water District No.1 for four years from ' June 
30, 1935 to July 1. 1939. 

Councilman MoGuire presented a report of the Los Angeles 
County Public Library of income and up Erld:1.tures of both Torrance 
and Wal ter1a branchl1brariee for the pe ried July 1;~' 19ZB to June 
30, 1939. 

CounoI1man McGuire moved that the request of- the Faotory Froli,c 
for use of tre Civic Auditorium September 26 to- October 2 frtclusive 
be granted. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimqusly. 



Oounc11~MoGu1re etated that the oivio buildings are b~ing 
paint ad at this time. 
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Ma10r Tc;>lson ~oved that ansPP:rOl'riation of $91.92 be _,d. for 
purohase of a water tapping Imchine to repla oe old machinff tor the 
Water Company. (Pri ce quoted, $130~50, plus seles tax. less $42~50 
trade in allowanoe on old tapping ma$.inel. Councilman Powell . 
. seoon!1ed the motion, Vthioh was oarried by the following roll oa11 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Hi tchoock, MoGuir e, Murr., PCIII ell and 
~o~$on. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None.ABSEUT: ~OUl1CILMai: None. 

Mayor Tolson moved that an 8l'propriation of not to exoeed 
$79.57 belJllde fOT;,l Und,rwoQd remanufactured typewri.ter for the 
Water Conrpany. CouncillllSll Hi tohcookeeoonded the motion, which 
was oan'~ed 'by the following roll oall vote: ATii,;S: COUHQILl.fii,;N: 
Hitohoock, MoGuire, Mw:r8¥, Powell and ~olaon. .NQJ::&: COUNCIL1lliN: 
None. ABSE1¥.l': COUNCILIDll: None. 

KaT-or 'l'OJ,.8 on mQve(l that an a~propriat1on of not to 8XO. e.8d 
.222 •• , 'be m~e for 24 5/8" x 3/4" .water meters for the Water 
CompJI,D7. Counoilman Hitchoook seoonded the motion, Which was 
carried by the following roll call. vQte: AYES: COUlWILMEN! 
Hitchcock, MoGuire, Murr5¥, Powell and Tolson. nOl!is: COUnCIL .. 
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUnCILMEN: None. 

c . _OJ' Tolson moVed that Russell Parry be appointed as a ,er .. n.ptfirel'lBn, salary tocClnform to the prevailing salary 
of firemen. Counoilman Murray ~eoonded the moti on, which was 
carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COU11CILMm: 
Hitohcook, McGuire, .Murray, Pa.vell and Tols9n. NOES:: COUI,OIL
MF;N: . NOtte. ABSE'rT: COUnOILMJill': None. 

OounOilm,n McGuire asked Attorney.MoCall to give a ruling 
regarding the used oar busineSS, a discussion having arisen at 
a previous meeting upon the objeotion ofa Mr •. Quinn to the 110enee 
fee demanded. . 

Attorney MoCall advised that the ordinanoe definitely $tipulates 
a certain fee, whioh oan only be "hanged by an amendment to the 
ordinanoe. . 

Covno11men Powell added tha t, in his opinion, the fee is imtirely 
too high and suggested.it be lowered if possible. He was appointed 
to wGrk a.1.ong thes, lines and a.ssured Mr. Quinn that everything possible 
will be done to iidjust the matter. 

Mr. Jain reported no plans for a library building at Walteria 
have been drawn up as .yet. Oounoilman McGuire QUggested that the 
ci tizene of Walt er1$. be allowed to offer suggeetions as to. looa ti on 
of the building. It was decided to defer the matter for the time 
being. 

Oounoilman Hitohcock moved all bills properly aud:l.ted be paid. 
Oounoilman MaGuire s800ruled the motion, whioh was c.rried by the 

. following roll oell vote; AYES: COT,TNCILMllti: Hitohcock, McGuire, 
Murray, Powell and Tolson. NOl!iS: COUNCliIWaW I. None. ABS~NT: 
COUNCILMEH: None. 

At. 8: 25 P.M., upon moti on of Councilman ·Hi tchcook, seconded by 
Counoilman MoGuire, the l'Jl8etillS' adjourned. . .• 

. ·d~~LAL 
oft y Clerk of the city of TO:r:Tanc e 


